CHAPTER VIII
ENLIGHTENED MONARCHS:
CATHERINE II
T7REDERICK jj was ^ Solomon of eighteenth-century
JL monarchs. Catherine II was the Semiracois. The reputa-
tion of Russia for vast (largely because unknown) power, the
romantic interest attaching to an empress who began as the
dowerless daughter of the younger son of a petty German
prince, the correspondence and intimacy of Catherine with the
French philosophers and men of the sabns, ensured her a
place in the highest rank of monarques eclaires,
The father of Catherine II was Prince Charles Augustus,
a younger son of the Anhalt-Zerbst family, who entered the
Prussian Army and saw service in the Low Countries, in Italy,
and in Pomerania. In 1727, at the age of twenty-seven, he
married a princess of the Holstein-Gottorp family who was re-
lated to the royal family of Russia. Catherine was born in 1729
at Stettin, where her father was colonel of the garrison* He was
a religious man, a Lutheran, and brought her up carefully,
giving her a good education at the hands of governesses and
tutors, chiefly French Protestant refugees. In 1743, when the
family was spending Christinas with Catherine's unde, the
Prince of Anhalt-Zerbst, at Zerbst a messenger arrived from
the Empress Elizabeth of Russia, bidding the mother and
daughter set forth as soon as they could for St Petersburg;
an order on a Berlin bank for ten thousand roubles was included
to pay for the journey. After exciting and hasty preparations
the party set off, with a few servants, in four lumbering car-
riages on January 12,1744, from Zerbst for Berlin, Schwedt,
Memel, Riga (where they were met and taken onward by
Russian officials), St Petersburg, and then on to Moscow,